HOW WAYNE BUILDS A WORK DECK

The “platform” of a lobsterboat is the sole of the cockpit, the work deck, trawl deck, whatever name you please.  With the constant grind and clatter of traps, bait barrels, and gear, it’s a surface that gets a lot of heavy wear.


As in most lobsterboats the platform in a Holland boat is built of plywood over timber framing, with an FRP sheathing over the plywood.  Wayne Cannings’s procedure for covering the plywood is both cost effective and efficient.  He uses two layers of 1.5-oz. mat.  First the mat is measured and cut, and the edges of the mat that will butt are combed; this tapers them out to a feather edge, so there won’t be lumpy joints.


Next, GP (general purpose) resin is rolled out, then the first course of mat is laid down and rolled with a wetout roller.  The second layer is cut 2” narrower, so it’s joint is staggered back.  After both layers of the first course are wetted out, they’re rolled carefully with a bubble roller, pulling the excess resin back toward the bare deck where the second course will go.


When the first course is done, resin is rolled out to lay in the second course.  The first layer of the second course is applied with its feathered edge going over the first course, and mating with the feathered edge of the second layer.  The second course’s second layer laps back 2” over the joint, and is rolled carefully to get rid of any lumps.  The process continues, laying the two overlapping layers course by course along the deck.


The mat is allowed to cure overnight, and then the finish is put on.  This is done with plain gelcoat, waxed so that it will cure.  It is pigmented for color, and then filled with Cab-O-Sil until it has the proper consistency.  “About custard texture is just right,” Wayne says.  “Depends on how much non-skid you want.”  The gelcoat is applied with an ordinary ”candy-stripe” roller, which picks up the thickened gelcoat and creates a stippled surface.  The thicker the gelcoat, the more texture, and the less it levels out before gelling.


In the hands of a skilled laminator like Canning, the finish goes on as quickly as paint, with an even texture.  When cured, it is a non-slippery, hard-wearing surface that doesn’t show any seams and doesn’t require any grinding.


Asked what he thinks about epoxy-and-Kevlar decks, Canning just laughs.  “I’ve had decks done my way on the platforms of lobsterboats for years.  I could use epoxy and any kind of cloth, but those materials aren’t what takes the wear.  It’s the gelcoat that does that.  And Cab-O-Sil makes it some hard.  As soon as you see the resin or glass showing through the gelcoat, you know it’s time to put on new gelcoat.  So, why worry about the abrasion resistance of the cloth?”

Quoted from an article in Professional Boatbuilder magazine about Wayne Canning and his company, written by Stephen Olson. 

