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WindRacer was built to settle a gentleman’s bet among fellow sailors 

concerning the ability of a vehicle to extract power by heading directly into the 

wind. Several experienced captains said it was impossible since it was 

assumed that the mechanical thrust would be less than the drag on any wind 

catching structure. WindRacer proved that it is indeed possible to move 

briskly into the wind, accelerating quickly to its maximum speed. Not only that, 

it was fun watching peoples jaws drop when they see something seemingly 

working counter to their intuition.
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