Build Sequence

Parts:  Measure and cut transoms and seat bulkheads. Cut side panels and join.


Transoms: For the rear transom, 2 pieces of ¾” ply will be glued together and cut as one. Use thickened epoxy to laminate the 2 pieces of ply together. The initial size to cut from will be 2 sheets of ply, 61” x 19 ½”. These will be cut to the final dimensions shown in the transoms drawing. A 10° bevel will need to be cut on the bottom. The inside side of the transom will end up measuring 18 ½” –19”. If you are accurate, you should be able to cut all the transom pieces from one sheet of ply with a nice chunk left over for another project. The front transom will have a bevel on the bottom that will need to hand done, once the sides have been laid out and cut.


Seat Bulkheads: Mark and cut the seat bulkheads to the same dimensions as the rear transom, except with a height of 10”. Use ½” ply for the seat bulkheads.


Side panels: 2 Sheets of 3/8” ply will be needed. Mark and cut the sides after the transoms have been cut. Take the measurements off the sides of the transoms, as these will be more accurate than drawings. First, cut 2 equal panels of sufficient size to trim down to the correct dimensions. Clamp or screw the panels together, then draw the outline for the rear panels and cut. Do the same for the front of the boat, adding 1” to the length to cover the curve of the narrowing of the bows. The total length of the top line of the front panel layout should be 7’ 7”. The front curve of the bottom line will start 1’ from the bottom rear edge of the panel and end at a point 3 ½” to the rear of and 6 ½” down from the front of the side panel. Take a batten (I like to use a 1” x 1/8” x 8’ piece of aluminum. This is available at most home supply stores) and connect the 2 points with a nice smooth curve. Once the panels are cut out, they will be joined together using ‘glass joints. Some scrap pieces of wood will be needed to hold the panels together for joining.

Butt the edges of the side panels together and screw the scraps to the panels to hold them together temporarily. Flip the panels over, support them flat and level and glass the joints, using 2 layers of glass, 6” wide, and epoxy. Once the epoxy cures, flip the panels over, remove the scraps and glass the other sides. You may wish to recess the glass joints so that the surface will be even, when the joints are done. This is done by grinding the areas down by about 1/8” and laying the glass into the depression. This will give a smoother finish when painting. You can use cloth tape or cloth strips cut on the bias (45° to the weave, which is stronger than the tape, although the tape is plenty strong). 

Assembly:

Assembly begins with attaching the sides to the transoms and seat bulkheads. Using a square mark the locations of the seat bulkheads, attach the transoms and bulkheads. If  you wish to use limber holes (holes to allow water to drain the length of the boat), now is the time to cut them.

