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| This trailerable ou can take the family on luxury

cruises, entertain friends on

patio-craft that you weekends, or go on all-day fishing
can build prnvides trips with this semi-sheltered, float-

semi-sheltered space ing patio that you can build. It's

great, too, as a swimming dock or

afloat for summertime for sun-bathing—even for moon-
. recreation for the light dancing parties on your favor-

: ite lake or river.

whole fﬂﬂ"ll'y There are no compound curves
in the construction and all materi-
als are available from your local
By Frank C. Beeson  |ymberyard. Once the basic struc-
ture—made up of the lumber frame
and the main plywood panels—has
been completed, you can choose
finishing touches and trim from
among materials most readily avail-
able to you and best suited to your
budget. The original Parti-O was
outfitted with an 18-hp outboard

engine,

Craft Print Project No. 352 Begin construction by cutting the
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SCUFF RAIL "W

plywood panels according to Fig
1. The panels will determine the
basic dimensions of the hull, each
combined with framing to become
a prefabricated panel. For economy
the panels can be made up of
shorter lengths joined either on the
centerline of an upright or with
butt battens as in Fig. 2E. Stagger
butt joints where used so those in
the cabin and those in the pontoons
are several feet apart horizontally.

Next glue and nail the stringers
(Fig. 2A) to the pontoon bottoms,
setting them in % in. from, each
edge to allow the side panels to
butt against the pontoon bottoms
(Fig. 5). Make sure the joints in
the stringers do not coincide with
joints in the plywood. When fin-

| PREFABRICATED
| / CABIN SIDE

SUN DECK
STRINGER

BOW —a
UPRIGHT

.....

DRAWINGS BY
CHUCK BACHTELL

ished, set these aside while the glue
dries and you continue work on the
side panels.

With the lower cabin sides
propped in a vertical position,
clamp the uprights (Fig. 2) to
them, using a piece of 2x2 stock
along the lower edge to position
the ends of the uprights so they
will butt on top of the stringers
when assembled, Be sure the up-
rights are spaced accurately, par-
allel to each other, and that the two
sides are identical, then attach
them to the plywood with glue and
ringed nails. Go on to attach the
remaining panels to complete each
side and then make up the inboard
pontoon walls (Fig. 1B) in the
same way.




Fig. 3. Many striking schemes for in- b S
terior trim can be made from materials R S
on hand such as oil-tempered peghboard.
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WAIN DECKy c'sink . 1
e 2=7 glue dries, set up the inboard pon-

toon walls in the same way, and
then install the main and sun deck
beams, using carriage bolts and
plywood gussets. ghied and nailed
to the framing (Fig. 5). '
Next cut the stems (Fig. 2F) to
shape from 2x8 stock and attach
them to the crossmembers with
glue and screws. Notch the curves
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comEr P | "HARDBOARD PONTOON fore ends of the pontoon bottoms
«CHESTS BELOW SLIDING GLASS gaiL ASSEMBLIES . o B2 4 . AT A :
-DMENSIONTO) T miﬁmﬁ“ﬁnﬁlu E_L/ aind secure them m“‘-,. .nf.uahr and
LswEin-gick [T =1 NIl WATER SuppLY ringed nails spaced 2 in. apart. ‘
I (T : Soak the plywood for bending by :
bl % 7 . . 5 ] L
W GoE RAL A\ gy OWLEDGES p o e covering overnight with wet Turk- _;
kit e i ish towels,
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toon as in Fig. 5B and then install
the engine mount assembly using
lag screws and angle iron bracing,
Notch the fore ends of the engine
mount supports to take a 2x2 cross-
member to which the hinge for the
engine hatch can be fastened.
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Next get underneath to install
the subdeck and apply 4-in. widths
of fiberglass tape (Fig. 5) to the
plywood joints, If your version of
Parti-O will be. beached often. at-
tach 1x2 scuff strips to the edges of
the pontoon bottoms.

If vou wish, solid billets of flota-
tion material can be cut and set
into pontoons now or, if the liquid
foam is to be used, it can be poured
in through the hatches (Fig. 4D)
after the main deck is in place, In
gither case, you are now ready to
install the main and sun decks
(Fig. 1), using glue and screws to
attach them to the beams. Locate
the hatches and cut them before
laying the main deck so the hatch
framing can be ftted between
beams.

Before working on the interior,
obtain a pair of chests of a conven-
ient height to serve as base for the

counter top, setting your sink into
the space betweéen the chests.

Rip 1x6 stock into two equal
widths and use this to cap the rail-
ings, cabin sweepback, and window
ledges (Fig. 4B). If desired, con-
trasting molding can be added in
whatever sort is most readily avail-
able, Prepare the rail caps for var-
nishing by rounding and smoothing
with a plane and sandpaper.

Construct the wheel box (Fig. 4)
from %-in. plywood or lumber and
then install your choice of ﬁttmgs
and instruments. Also make up a
hatch for the engine from %-in.
plywood glued and nailed to 1x2

and a plywood door in the cabin
front will provide a windbreak for
this and a sheltered area for use on
cool evenings.

Finish the plywood corners
where necessary by installing quar-
ter-round molding with glue and
brads (Fig. 4C) and then apply
two coats of plywood sealer and
two coats of marine enamel to all
surfaces, sanding between coats
with progressively finer grades- of
abrasive paper.,

Complete the project by adding
trim lines and scuff rails (Fig. 4)
of a contrasting color. Locate the
scuff rails to suit the docks you will

use most often. If Parti-O will be

framing, The actual dimensions of

these parts will vary to suit the | used in salt water, the bottom
engine and equipment you have on  should be protected with a coat of
hand or intend to use, Tiller cables  copper anti-fouling paint. ]

are run through garden hose so
fhat repair can be made after the
deck is installed.

¢ To obtain enlarged plan for bullding
Parti-O, Craft Print No. 352, see

handy order form on last page of this

counter (Fig. 4D), Set them in [f any amount of cooking is to be |
place as a guide and then cut the done aboard, sliding glass panels i
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