Piracy Reports in 2004
July - Septenber
By Mark Bruyneel

% Nunber of Attacks so far in 2004
So far nost of the attacks that
have been reported to the
International Maritine Bureau
(IMB). The first quarterly report
of the I MB* contained information
on 79 incidents. This nunber is
slightly higher than that which
predi cted based on the | MB weekly
reports for this period: 75.

In the second quarterly report of
the I1MB* a further 103 incidents
were reported bringing the tota

to 182. After the first half of
this year further incidents have
been reported in the Weekly Piracy
Reports published at the Wb site
of the International Chanber of
Conmerce. The total reported
incidents in the Véekly

I’epOI’t 556‘ 66, 67, 68, 70, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65 af t er
the first half year: 50

If I make an estimate for the
whol e period the total nunber for
the first 26 weeks becones
slightly different: ({4 * 0,125 +
46} / 82,70 * 100= 56, 227 + 182)
238. The estimate turned out to be
on the | ow side: when the 3"
Quarterly report® of the I MB
appeared At the end of COctober the
total reported was: 251. The
graphi ¢ bel ow shows the nunber of
piracy attacks by region up unti
now as reported by the I MB or | M

Far East
6%

The first 5 reports of this year
by the International Maritinme
Organisation (IM)) for January®,
February®, March®, April * and
May* 2004 contain details on 151
i ncidents reported for these
nont hs.

If you conpare the incidents from
the nine nonths of 2003 with those
for the nine nonths of 2004 it
appears that the asian area shows
a marked trend:

At t acks by 2003 |2004
Countries

| ndonesi a 87 70
Mal acca Straits 24 25
Mal aysi a 5 8
Myanmar (Bi rma) 1
Phi |1 ppi nes 12 3
Si ngapore Straits 8
Thai | and 1 4
Sout h Chi na Sea 8
Vi et Nam 10 3
Chi na 1 2
Hong Kong, China 1
Tot al 140 [133

The current nunber of attacks has
dimnished a bit but the pirates
seemto have shifted to attacking
vessel s in other |ocations: from

I ndonesia and the Philippines to
the Singapore Straits and South
Chi na Sea. The vessels attacked in
Asia less often fly Asian fl ags:

Attacks in Asia 2003 |2004
by fl ags

| ndonesi a 7 12
Mal aysi a 16 10
Phi |'i ppi nes 4 1
Si ngapor e 15 16
Thai | and 3 3
Vi et Nam 1 3
Hong Kong, China |7 2
Chi na 1 1
Japan 1
Myannmar 1
Nort h Kor ea 1
Sout h Kor ea 1 1
Tai wan 2

Tot al 57 52

This slight shift towards

attacking | ess Asian vessels can
be anal ysed further. | have tried
to find out which Asian conpani es
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own, operate, nanage or charter
the vessels that were attacked in
the Asian region. To do this

have used shipping registers, the
Equasi s database as well as
sources on the internet like
conpany websites, etc. Wiile this
isadfficult thing to do since
shi ppi ng i nformati on changes often
and is rapidly outdated | feel
that despite this | can present a
good estimation in the foll ow ng
table *

Attacks on 2003 2004
vessel s owned by
Asi an Conpani es
| ocated in:

| ndonesi a

Mal aysi a

Phi |1 ppi nes

Si ngapor e
Thai | and

Chi na

Hong Kong, CHi na
Japan

Sout h Kor ea
Nort h Korea

Tai wan

Tot al
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When the shi powner and the manager
or operator are located in
different countries | have chosen
to list the incident under the
country of the manager or
operator. | have asked the | MB how
they deternine when to list a
vessel under what conpany’s
country for table 13 on page 14
of the 3 quarterly report but
have not received an answer. In
nost cases in nmy own table the
vessel is listed under the
manager’s or operator’s country of
it’'s head office.

The next tabl e shows attacks on
ships in Asia owned by conpanies
| ocated in non-Asian countries.

"In the previous report, for the period April — June, Viet
Nam and Cambodia were still included but I have now
revised /changed the way I have determined which
company is listed in the table based on what type they are
in the following order: operator (1), manager (2),
shipowner (3) or the charterer (4). The company that
operates the vessel is listed unless unknown and after
which the other companies follow in order of numbers
indicated.

Attacks on 2003 (2004
vessel s owned by
not - Asi an
Conpani es

| ocated in:

Al geria
Australia
Bahamas

Bel gi um

Br asi |

Br unei

Canada

Chile

Cyprus

Dennar k

France

Cer many

G eece

I ndi a

I ran

I sl e of Man
ltaly

Li beria

Mal di ves

Mbnaco

Net her | ands

New Zeal and

Nor way

Paki st an

Pananma

Pol and

Saudi Arabi a
Switzerl and

Tur key

UAE

Uni ted Ki ngdom 2
USA 3
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The tabl e above shows no definite
pattern of conpani es whose vessel s
were targeted

| hesitate to draw concl usi ons
based on these |ast two tables but
it would appear that the Asian
pirates may be focusing nore on

| ocal vessels. Fromthe last two
tables it would appear that there
is an increase in attacks in Asia
on vessels owned or controlled by
conpani es in |Indonesia. Attacks on
vessel s nanaged, or operated by

Si ngapore Mal aysi a or Japan have
stayed roughly the sanme. Intra-
Asia trade therefore appears to
have been affected at roughly the
sane | evel as last year. The
vessel s are often smaller though
nore tugs, supply ships and
fishing traw ers are attacked.

A recent newspaper article in The
Star by Nathaniel Xavier” reports
on the fifth tri-annua

i nternational | MB neeting on



piracy and nmaritinme security. At
the meeting the possibility of a

I ink between pirates and
terrorists was discussed. Maritine
experts concluded that there was
no link between the two as yet.
The possibility of sonething |ike
this remains according to Brian
Jenki ns despite no current
evi dence. Personally | stil
this is unlikely because
terrorists’ ains are very
different fromthose of pirates
For exanple: an attack on a tanker
and subsequently blowing up this
ship with cargo in a harbour would
have | arge negative repercussions
for maritime trade in the region
including a decrease in targets
for pirates. A very sharp increase
in maritime security because of
such an attack would make it nore
difficult for pirates to operate.
In the same article Ml aysian
Marine Police chief SAC Il Abdul
Rahman Ahrmad says that piracy is
al so not linked to organised crinme
but | think this is unlikely. This
is contrary to ny belief that some
pirates do i ndeed operate in gangs

t hi nk

and have links to other organized
crimnal gangs. Recently there
were even reports of a large-scale
protection racket: many Mal aysi an
fishernen apparantly paid for a
‘safe pass’ ™. A recent article by
Mak Joon Nunf® mentions that the
operation apparantly has links to
I ndonesi an crimnals / pirates.

According to John Bradford
maritime violence is already a big
problemin Asia” and often
politically nmotivated. He
considers naritime terrorismto be
areality and not a question of
when and where. According to him
organi sations |ike the Mro

| slami c Liberation Front (MLF),
the Abu Sayyaf and the Free Aceh
Moverrent (GAM) have all been
involved in maritine attacks.
Unfortunately he does not offer
proof that terrorist organizations
are involved in many piracy
incidents. That is why | amstil
not convinced that the

abovenenti oned groups are
regularly involved I n piracy.

. -
) A T
e e T L A A

Graphic: Weekly reports compared

Sone of the nore notable piracy
incidents in the third quarter of
2004 are:

1) Aparticularly violent attack
occurred on Sunday 11 July when a
tug was sailing in the Bangka
Strait Southeast off Sumatra. An
unknown nunber of pirates attacked
the vessel and threw overboard the

10 crew nenmbers. One crew nenber
was | ater rescued by a passing tug
while the fate of the other nine

| ndonesi an crew renmai ns unknown.
The tugn%s hi jacked and stil

m ssing™”.

2) Anot her remarkabl e incident

i nvol ved people fromthe village
of Kerenma, Papua New QUi nea.
Pirates struck | ast week when the
general cargo Agutoi Chief (?),
ran aground on sandbars near the
@l f of Papua province capital of
Kerema. Villagers from Kereng,
armed with guns and knives,



supposedl y boarded the vessel and
threatened the crew before
steal i ng goods. The stol en goods
i ncluded food and supplies. The
theft was reported to the
authorities and a special police
unit flewto the Gulf province.
Kerema and surroundi ng vill ages
were raided by the police after
whi ch 35 peopl e were charged under
the country's Piracy Act. The
pirates / villagers were caught
red handed as they tried to sel
the stol en goods™ So far the

i nci dent has not turned up in any
reports by either the MO or the
| MB.

3) Another piracy incident in
Papua New Qui nea involved five nen
arnmed with three honme-nade guns
and a bush knife. The ro/ro Huris
(353 gt, built 1977) was held up
at the Ah Tam wharf in Rabaul on
26 July. The pirates escaped with
a substantial anmpount of noney in
cash and cheques. The Huris is
owned by Agmark Pacific Linmted
and was returning froma voyage to
Buka and had just docked when the
armed nen entered the vesse

bet ween 03: 30 and 04:00 | oca

time. The pirates appeared to be
expecting the vessel and new what
they were | ooking for. The Master
and crew were tied up after which
they searched the ship. After

| ocating a hidden stee

conmpartnment they forced the Master
to unlock it. The pirates took the
nmoney and checks and escaped

i medi ately. There was a
substanti al anmount hi dden which
was earned trading cocao at the
previous port of Buka. So far the
pirates remain free and have not
been caught®. So far the incident
has not turned up in any reports
by either the I MO or the | MB.

3) The Patraikos Il is currently
the subject of investigation after
pirates dressed in mlitary
fatigue attacked it. The vesse
arrived sonmetine in July this year
but was deni ed perm ssion to
anchor at the Freetown harbour.
The Pilot House reportedly advised
the crew to nmove back 12 nautica
mles off the coast where the
vessel would be safe until given
the authority to anchor. Since
July 29, 2004, the vessel was at
anchorage as advised. On Aug 2 a
group of unidentified people
dressed in military fatigue

| aunched their attack. The pirates
are said to have nade away with
$245, 000 in cash and about

$200, 000 worth of goods. Three of
the crewrenbers were reportedly
wounded whil e taking cover in one
of the cabins. The al armm was

rai sed but no help came forward.
The Pil ot House at Freetown
harbour called the navy to

i ntervene, but they reportedly
were unable to do so due to a |ack
of fuel. The incident is currently
t he subj ect of Police

i nvesti gation'®,

4) Andrea Botha reported® on the
attack on and ki dnappi ng of 25
Bangl adeshi fishernen who were
fishing in the Sunderbans. The

pi rates have denmanded 25.000 Taka
for the release of each fishernman
The total anpunt is approxinmately
10. 000 dollars. One of the
fishernen was rel eased to deliver
the ransom nessage. Their fate
remai ns unknown as | have not yet
CONMEe across any new reports on the
i nci dent .

According to the H ndustan Times®
it is uncertain how many fishermen
are held for ransom The

Bangl adeshi police is currently

i nvestigating the abductions.

5) In another incident reported by
the United News of Bangl adesh®
pirates attacked a bridal party
underway by boat to a weddi ng on
23 Septenber. The boat |eft
Nayergaon in Matlab and was goi ng
to Berkota village in Kachua
upazi |l a when she was attacked.
Several people were beaten

i ndi scrimnately and were | ooted
fromtheir possessions at
gunpoi nt. Several nenbers of the
party were later adnitted to a
hospital for treatnent of their
injuries.

6) In another incident off Hiron
Poi nt adj acent to the Sundarban on
Sept enber 27 pirates attacked the
fishing traw er FV Ami nul 1slani.
The traw er was on it’'s way hone
with it’s catch when they were
fired upon by the pirates. 4
fishernen were injured. 11 of them
j unped overboard and were rescued
12 hours later by another fishing
trawl er. The pirates |ooted 12,000
to 14,000 pieces of hilsha and
nets and after which they left
taking the trawl er and two
fishernen. The fate of the two
fishernen remai ns unknown.
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% Measures taken/ proposed:

1) An article in The Times of
India reports on a request by the
three littoral states to becone

i nvol ved in providing security for
the Mal acca Strait. The Externa
Affairs Mnister Natwar Singh
reacted positively to the request’.
It appear India nay al so becone
involved in part of the security
arrangemnents.

Details on such plans have yet to
be di scussed, however. |ndonesi a,
however, says it has only agreed
to the current co-ordinated
patrol s because it fears that the
pi racy problem nmay otherw se be
used as a pretext to foreign

i ntervention. |ndonesian Adnmira
Sondakh even downpl ayed the | eve
of piracy and crinme in the
Strait''. Economic notives are
consi dered the main reason for
some nations wanting to increase
security in the Straits. A recent
article in The New Straits Tines®
has argued that froma | egal point
of viewthere is no reason to fear
i mredi ate outside intervention
Under the United nation Convention
on the Law Of the Sea third
parties can not conduct patrols in
the Mal acca w thout being invited
by Ml aysi a or |ndonesi a.

What ever the reasons nay be for
establishing the co-ordinated
patrols all three nations started
the patrols on 20 July™® It is to
be hoped that in due tine the co-
ordi nated patrols may be turned
into joint patrols where boats of
all three nations may pursue
crimnals across territoria
wat er s.

Mal aysi a and Si ngapore have
announced in The Star' that they
intend to seek nore ways to co-
operate further.

One of the things recently

di scussed at a neeting between

Si ngapore and Malaysia is the

pl acenent of guards on comrercia
vessel s transiting the Mal acca
Strait*?. The presence of

addi tional security personnel on
board ships nmay deter attacks by
pirates. Depending on the nunber
of guards, their armanment and

training this nmay be true. It nay,
however, al so cause an increase in
vi ol ence used when attacking
ships. The director of the I MB has
argued that this formof security
should only be attenpted if there
are no alternatives®. The security
nmeasure may be dooned, however, if
shi powners have to pay for the
added protection. A brief

cal culation of the costs for

m ni mal 24-hour security would

qui ckly be higher than the freight
ear ni ngs of nany shi powners.

According to Indonesia, Thail and
will soon join the three nations
currently conducting patrols in
the Strait. Discussions are
currently held between | ndonesia
and Thail and over patrols in the
over | apping waters in the Andaman
sea at the western entrance to the
Mal acca Strait'*. O her Asian
nations are also invited to help
by I ndonesia. So far, Brunei
India and the Philippines have
al so expressed an interest'.
Further neetings between the
nations will determnine the |evel
of involvenment in current Mal acca
Strait security arrangenents.

I ndonesia is also interested in

i ncreasing existing mlitary co-
operation with Russia®”. The

I ndonesi an Navy has started

devel oping mlitary-technol ogy co-
operation over the past two years
whi ch includes the purchase of

hel i copters, arnmoured personne
carriers and ot her equiprent.

2) Mak Joon Num has witten a
newspaper article® in which he
argues for a nore |and-based
approach to elimnating the piracy
problem He cites exanples from
the past why this approach will be

nore succesfull. The neasure of
patrolling the Straits is too
def ensi vea neasure and will, in

the long run, not be effective
enough. A nore soci o-econonic
approach to elimnating the
reasons for piracy should be
conbi ned with destroying piracy
bases will prove nore effective.
Thi s echoes ny own thoughts
exactly but will be hard to do
since it will not be easy to

i mprove econonm ¢ conditions and
also the rule of lawin this
region. More intelligence is
needed on the activities to find
and catch pirates as well as find
their bases of operation.

3) A newspaper article in the
China Daily reports on the China-



ASEAN Pr osecut or s- Gener a
conference which was held in the
first half of July this year in
Kunmng, China. It remains to be
seen how soon the discussions wll
result in nore effective co-
operation in the areas of
information coll ection, access,
exchange, and transm ssion. China
wi shes for nore cl oser co-
operation and a regional |ega
framework to be able to fight
cross-border crinmes nore

ef fectivel y°.

4) The Straits times reports that
the new Mal aysian Maritine
Enf or cement Agency (APMV) wil |
probably start operating in March
2005. The initial focus of the
Agency will be primarily the area
within 50 nautical miles off its
coast. The rest up until the 200
nm | e exclusive Econonic Zone wll
be guarded by the Ml aysi an Navy.
Eventually the APM wi || take over
fromthe navy®.
O her recent efforts by Ml aysia
to increase security are”
> New and anmended traffic
separati on schenes
» Amended for vessels
navi gating the Ml acca and
Si ngapore Straits
» A mandatory ship reporting
systemin both Straits
» A new and upgraded aids to
navi gati on.

Another initiative taken by

Mal aysia is the formati on of a new
conmando unit and an intelligence
unit. The new units woul d be
stationed in 5 | ocati ons dependi ng
on intelligence reports: Sandakan
Penang, Johor Baharu and two ot her
| ocations. Equi pped with nodern
equi prent both units woul d be

depl oyed to conbat crine in the
area and to quickly respond to
reported incidents?

5) The US mlitary commander
General Charles Wald has proposed
hel pi ng securing the Gulf of
Quinea in recent talks with West
African and Ni gerian officials.
Nigeria is Africa’ s biggest oi
producer which faces big problens
with oil smugglers and pirates.

O | production in the West African
regi on has increased since the
United States and nations from

Eur ope and Asia are increasingly

| ooking for alternatives to oi
fromthe Mddl e East suppliers.
Two thirds of Nigeria s current
output of oil goes to America. At
the nmonent the US is holding tal ks

with Nigerian officials on howto
becone involved in nonitoring and
securing the Gulf’. The initiative
is probably part of a US proposa
for an African Coastal Security
Prograni®. According to Governor
James Ibori of the Delta State the
fact that it is difficult to
conbat pirates and crimnals is in
part due to a lack of funding the
Ni gerian Navy, Arny and Air Force.
He says that too little funding
goes to these federal agencies who
are now ill-equipped to deal with
the crimnals in the creeks and
wat erways of the Delta. More funds
could be used for nore equi pnent,
and manpower as well as increased
| ogi stics®. Conmbatting pirates and
crimnals is a huge task which
requires also good intelligence
and response frommaritime
security agencies at a |l oca

| evel . Good intelligence may not
be easy to cone by as is
exenmplified by calls for an
inquiry into the recent killing of
29 al |l eged sea pirates®™. There
have al so been accusati ons agai nst
security agencies, who are part of
the Joint Task Force, that they
are operating high-handedly and
have killed innocents as well as
pirates and al so have di spl aced
many famlies™® On 12 august it
was announced in the Vanguard®
that nore mlitary forces will be
depl oyed soon in the N ger Delta.
Three additional arned services
woul d be depl oyed, including naval
war shi ps and gunshi ps.

To increase security the Federal
Covernment has recently acquired
13 new Al marine patrol boats. The
boats were officially handed over
to the Marine Division of the

Ni gerian Police Force and are to
be used mainly in the riverine
parts of the country. Four

exi sting patrol boats were al so
repaired and are now ready to be
used again. The government is

| ooking into acquiring nore boats
as well as spare parts to nmamintain
current boats® To this end nore
staff will also be trained to
operate and service the patrol
boats. Ri ght now t he Navy has been
ordered to intervene in the region
to catch pirates and snuggl ers and
i ncrease security but eventually
the Marine division of the Police
will take over again®.

Let’s hope that in addition to

i ncreasing security in the region
t he underlying causes for these
crimnal activities are al so

addr essed.



Nigeria is currently planning to
set up a joint security outfit for
it’s sea ports®. The outfit would
i nclude the Police, Navy, N gerian
Ports Authority, the Nigerian
Maritime Acadeny and the Nigerian
Shi pper’s Council. The new outfit
is an attenpt to stop the
rivalries between the governnent
agencies and, if successful, may
provi de i ncreased security for the
sea ports

In the neantine it is reported by
News24. com® that the Shell Gl
conmpany has started evacuating
personnel fromthe N ger Delta.
According to Shell the grow ng
insecurity of the Niger Delta, due
to recent cl ashes between
governnment forces and arned
bandits, has led to the decision
to evacuat e non-essenti al

per sonnel

6) Singapore has recently announ-
ced it has started negotiations
with the USA to establish a

def ense accord. Defense M nister
Tony Tan has also stated his
support for the mlitary presence
of the USA wherever it operates in
the worl d”. Begi Hersutanto in the
Jakarta Port has criticized this
deci si on by Singapore as not
increasing security and stability
in the region but probably having
precisely the opposite effect. The
def ense accord may increase
friction between asian nations.
The security co-operation which
was established through the Asean
may be in danger as well. Also, US
i nvol venent nay decrease security
as it, and it's allies, are
increasingly targeted by
terrorists. Miuch depends on the
details of the defense accord

whi ch is now bei ng worked out

bet ween Si ngapore and the USA.

7) After earlier discussions with
I ndia by Singapore, |ndonesia and
Mal aysia it seenms |ikely that
India will soon join the co-

ordi nated patrols by these
countries®. Until recently

Mal aysi a did not agree with the
idea of involving India in the
security efforts. Malaysia' s
attitude appears to have changed
and is now discussing the details
for it’s help in protecting
shipping in the Malacca Strait.

8) Another attenpt to increase
security in the Asian regions is
the mlitary exercises being held
by the countries of the Five
Power s Defence Arrangenents (FPDA)

pact®. The exercises this year
focus on anti-piracy and anti -
terrorist operations. The

exerci ses involve the detection
and capture of hijacked ships.
During a period of 16 days these
exercises will be conducted in the
Sout h Chi na Sea. The FPDA consi sts
of Australia, Geat Britain,

Mal aysi a, New Zeal and and

Si ngapore. The annual exercises
were originally conducted to
maintain their ability to work
together in case of war and to
protect Ml aysia and Singapore.
The FPDA now appears to be intent
on creating a newrole for itself
in the Asian region®.

¢

# Success against pirates:

1) Arecent attack by pirates was
foiled by the Philippines Navy in
the Sulu sea. The pirates were
wearing uniforns and pretended to
be from custons and coast guard
when they approached the tug boat
Pacific Wvern®™. One pirate had a
mlitary weapon and tried to hide
bel ow deck. When the pirates
spotted three arned Philippine
Navy personnel on board the tug

t hey abandoned the attack and
fled".

2) Seven peopl e have been detai ned
under suspicion of being the
pirates who attacked the ACX

Hi bi scus (18502 gt, built 1997) on
20 August. The vessel |eft

Si ngapore that day and was en
route to Manila when she was
attacked Sout heast of M dai

Nat una. Seven pirates arned with
firearns rai ded the vessel while
two nore acconplices were waiting
in the boat. Equi pnent and
personal bel ongi ngs were stol en,

i ncl udi ng noney, binocul ars and
the outboard notor. Afterwards the
shi p’ s conmuni cati on equi prent was
di sabl ed and the pirates escaped
in their wooden boat. The crew was
| eft unharned. After repairing the
comuni cati on equi pnent the
captai n managed to contact the

I ndonesi an Navy. The news was then
di ssem nated to all patrol units
in order to carry out pursuit
based on the data and characteri s-
tics of the perpetrators. On 21



August it is reported that 4

al | eged pirates were caught by the
M dai Sea Security G oup (UCK)
Patrol Unit, fromthe Western

Fl eet Conmand. At around 15: 00

| ocal time, the UK Patrol stopped
the notorized vessel "Libra".
After exanmining all of its
contents and passengers four
peopl e strongly suspected of being
pirates, with the initials DAH

IN, AS and US, were det ai ned.
Several pieces of evidence, nanely
bi nocul ars, a gl obal positioning
system (GPS), one No 1311 map, a
bl ack bag, a 40 horsepower out-
board nmotor, two drums of petro
and four sets of head gear (were
al so confiscated). Three others
were arrested later, said Capt.
Kadir, a navy spokesman®?.

3) the Indonesian navy stopped an
attack on a Korean-registered
vessel on 27 July. The ship, the
MW Han Jian Tanpa, with 18 crewren
aboard, was paral ysed by engine
troubl e when she was attacked by
pirates. Using several snal
vessel s the pirates circled the
ship and fired at it. The captain
al erted the | ndonesi an Navy which
sent a patrol vessel to the scene
It stayed there until the nerchant
ship could nove again”.

4) On 30 Septenber®™ it was
reported that the people on tria
for the attack on the USS Col e
were found guilty by a Yeneni
judge. 2 of the nmen were sentenced
to death for orchestrating the
attack. The others received
sentences of 5 — 10 year.

Dat e: 21 Novenber 2004
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